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15 = SMDOTH FINISH

A meeting was held at Hursley ParK on 7.8.42 with Design,
Production,and Inspection representatives from the firm and MAF.
Prﬂﬂr}i- Aero Dept. and Chemistry Dept. R.A.E., were also represented.

-ZBrin_af],y, the results of the meeting were as follows ;=
(The formal Minutes of the Meeting are being prepared by the R,T.0.)

1. It was agreed that the application of glossy paint as such,

need not be used to achieve the desired standard of aerodynamic
smoothness.

P Various samples of improved paint finish were inspected on
Spitfire aircraft and components at Worthy Down and Southampton, and
it was finally agreed after discussion to adopt the firm's proposal
to use D,T.D.517 (a matt S type paint), with an undercoat and a
filling coat.

S It was agreed that rubbing down the undercoat was equally
important to rubbing down the final coat, to achieve the desired
smoothness, in view of the general conditions under which the paint
spraying proocesses are carried out at Supermarines.

4. Flight tests carried out by the firm have indicated that
smoothing the surfaces of wings and fuselage by rubbing down will give
a gain in the order of 5 miles an hour on speed.

5, = It was pointed out that smoothness of surface as far Dack
as 20% of the chord of the wing, was the most important factor and
that great care should therefore at the same time be taken to fill
up the plating joints, indentations at rivet heads, etc., in this

" region and in particular the butt Joint whioh traverses the whole of

" the leading edge spanwise, The firm will include this filling at the

same time as introducing the scheme for smoother paint finish.

: t finish. Itma.gmaﬂthntthnﬁmm@mlﬂ
ff. r r:.nyﬂ.) which would be checked by Chemistry Dept. R.A.E. before
h-'i‘ii:s.'uo&, as the standerd for inspection.
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