
FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR IL-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

I-16 TYPE 24: 

TH I /\<CS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 

- EXTREt\fELY COM l~CT, SliORT AND BARREL- LIKE AIRFRAME 

.. OPE"' COCKPIT 

... FlAT. CIRCULAR FRONT CO\.VLING l,,'/IT,-1 LARGE BO\Vl. .. SHAPED SPINNER 

.. LARGE TAIL FIN 

• UNIQyELY SHA/'EO •wHAlE FllPPER"-LIKE HORIZONTAL TAIL SECTION 

-$1-IORT. STU68Y \ \IINGS TfiAT Fl.AR£ our BACK\\',,\ROS IN TO\VAllDS T l-IE fUS£V..GE 

- FIXED TAIL WHl:El. 

.. EXTRE/1.fELY SHORT DISTANCE BETWEEN COCKPIT AND TAIL FIN 

POSIBLE CONFlJSION \VITH; 

UNLIKELY 
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FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR IL-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

LA.-5 s. 8: 

--,-----~------

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 

.. DISTINCT ROUNDED ,..RADIAL ENGINE~ COWLING AND SHORT, STUBBY SPINNER 

- ALMOST NO OIHEORJ\L ON \\'INGS 

- TA.PER.ED \,\llt-.'GS \VITH UNEVEN TAPER ON lEAOING ANO TRAILING EDGE ANO ASYMETR.IC \VING TIP 

- SMAU, SQUARE Oll l\AOIATOR UNOEI\ LOWER COWLING 

- BROAD, SQyARI: CO\Vllt,.iG fLAPS \VITH N0TA6L.E BULGE VISIBLE ON 60T1'1 SIDES Of CO\VLING WJ'lf.N OPEN 

.. DISTINCTLY SHAPED, VERY LO\.V TAIL Fla'/ \VITH SHARPLY BACKS\.VEPT LEADING EDGE 

.. VERY CLEAN A 1'iD EVEl\1LY CURVED SHAPE OF LO\VER FUSELAGE 

- All< INTAKE ON UPPER COWLING CREATE A l)ISTINCT "HUMP" 

POSIBtE CONFUSION IV/TH: 

1.AGG-3: 
NOTE THE BROAD. ROUND RADIAL COVILi NG, SQUARE CHU•./ RADIATOR. RETRACTABLE TAIL WHEEL. 

OPEN COWL FLAPS, LACK OF VE1\ITR/IL RADl1\TOR ON LOWER FUSELAGE. 

FW 190, 

NOTE THE DIFFEREt,.'T SHAPE OF COCKPIT ANO UPl'ER REAJl FUSELAGE. TAPERING POINTY \VINGS AND 

1-IORIZONTAL STA8ll.lSERS. SHAPE OF TAIL FIN. CHl1V RADIATOR. UP\\~no CURVING l.OWER FUSELAGE 
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FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR IL-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

LAGG-3 s. 29: 

~--._.::::j:;; ______ _ 

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 

.. ROU/',.'DED SPINNER 

- UPPER Al\'0 LO\VER CO\VLING CURVES SOFTLY TO\.VAROS THE SPl,'INER GIVfr,..'G A STUBBY LOOK TO THE NOSE 

- SHAUOW VENT/UL RAO/ATOR WITH A CURVED SH,\PE Tl-(AT CONNECTS SEEM LESSLY WITH fUSEI.IIGE 

-ALMOST NO OIHeD/UlON WINGS 

- TAPERED WINCS \\IITl•I U1''EVE/\1 TAPER ON LEADING AND TRAILING EDGE AND ASYMETR.IC \Vl,'IG TII' 

.. CO\.VLINC SIGNIFICANTLY BROADER AND ,\iORE J.1ASSIVE THAl\1 REAR FUSELAGE 

.. LOCKED 00\VN TAIL lVHEEL 

- OISTl"'CTLY SHAPED. VERY LO\.\f TAIL FIN \VITH SHARPLY BACKS\.VEPT I.EAOING EDGE 

POSIBlE CONFUSION WITH: 

YAK- I: 

NOTE THE BROADER. /lifORE ROUNDED SHAPE OF CO\VLINC AND Sl'll'.'NER, DlSTINCT TAIL FIN, 

LACK OF PROTRUDING CHIN RAOII\TOR. SHAPE AND THICKNESS OF \Vl,'IG Tl I'S. OVERALL "HEFTIER" LOOK 

P- 40: 

NOTE THE LACK Of CI-IIN RADIATOR. ROUNDED SPINNElt LACK OF I.ANOll\1G GEAR BULGES ON THE \VINGS. 

L.0\Vf:R TAIL FIN. SMALLER DIHEDRAL ON \VINGS 
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FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR IL-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

MIG-3: 

...._ _____ ~-----

TH I /\<CS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 

~ VERY SI-IORT REAR FUSEl.AGf. 

~ LONG POINTED NOSE 

_. DEEi? SQYARE RADIATOR BELOW CENTRAL FUSELAGE 

-- EXTREME RE.AR~VARD PLACEMENT OF COCKPIT 

- OI L llAOIATOIIS PROTRUDING ON 80TH SIDES OF COWLING 

-SLIGHT ' INVERTED GULL WING" WITH NO OIH EOllAL ON INNER SECTION 

l'OSIBLE CONFUSION \VITI-I: 

BF 109: 

NOTE THE SHORTER FUSELAGE. SINGLE VENTRAL RADIATOR. 

\VING SHAPE, SHAPE OF TAIL SURFACES 

P-40: 

NOTE TH E S/1/IPE ANO l'tACEMENT OF COCKPIT. tACK OF OIIN RAOIAl'OR. 

LACK 01: LANDING GEAR BULGES ON THE \VINGS 
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FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR IL-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

P-40E-1: 

------~------ ---------~•~& ----

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR; 

.. VERY LARGE AND DEEP CHIN RADIATOR THAT STARTS ALMOST RICI-IT BEHIND THE SPINNER 

~ LARGE ANO POINTY SPINNER 

- Sl. lCHTLY FOR\.VAR0-5\VEf'T \.VINGS \.VITH SIGNI FICANT DIHEDRAL ANO ASYt\1fETR.ICAL TIPS 

- 1.ARGE "GREENHOUSE" CANOPY WITH SIMRPLY SLOPING W INDSCREEN 

- I.ANDING Gl!AR BULGES NOTABLE ON UNDERSIDE OF WINGS VERY CLOSE 1'0 FUSELAGE 

- LARGE SIZE OF TAIL SECTION 

~ LARGE RADIATOR OUTLET UNDER CO\.VLING 0PEN/f',,.1C IN PROMINENT fAN.-SHAPE 

POSIBLF. CONFUSION WITH; 

Bf J09: 

NO'f'E 'fl-IE URGER TAil FIN, 8ROAD FORWARD SWEl'T 11/fNGS. LARGE CHIN RADIATOR. 

LANDING GEAR BULGES. POINTY SPINNER 

LAGG-3, 

NOTE THE LARGER TAIL SECTION, LARGE CHIN RAO/ATOR. RETRACTABLE TAIL \.VHEEL LA1'10ING GEAR BULGES 
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<I think the forward sweep is an optical illusion caused by the large taper on trailing edge.>
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...BROAD WINGS WITH LARGE TAPER ON TRAILING EDGE,... 

<See my comment on third point above.>



FINKERENS EASY IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
FOR I L-2 STURMOVIK BOS + BOM 

YAK-1 S. 69: 

-------:i::------- --~---•==~--

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 

-THIN WINGS "VITH SLIGl·IT 0IHEDR.A.t 

- ~VINGS TAl1£AAL-Ai0ST f VfNLY FROA1 LEADING ;\NO Tfl.AILl,'JG EOG£ ·ro A o,sr,cr ,,o,,..,; 
- RELATIVELY f'OIN1'Y Sl' INNER 

- SHALLO~V. SQYARE RADIATOR BELO\.V CEl\1TRAL FUSELAGE NEAR TRAILINC EDCE OF THE \\!INC 

- DEEP. ROUNDED CHI1'1 RADIATOR 

- VERTICAL TAIL SURFACE APPEARS TO "LEAN FORl.VARDS" RATHER THAN BEING Sl-VEPT BACK 

• SUGHT "HUMP" ON UPPER REAR FUSELAGE RIGHT 8£HINO THE COCKPIT 

• LOCKED DOWN TAIL WHEEL 

POSIBLE CONFUSION ll\llTH: 

IAGG-3: 

NOTE THE MORE SHARPLY POINTED WINGS. DEEPER CHIN RADIATOR. "HUMP' BEHi NO THE COCKPIT. 

MORE SLENDER FUSEu\Gf . SQYAR£ VENTRAL RAO/ATOR. DIFFERENTLY SHAP£0 TAIL FIN, 

l ' ITOT T UBE ON LEFT WIN G INSTIJAO OF RIGHT 
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